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Description

LUDOLF BAKHUYZEN THE YOUNGER    Dutch School1717-1782 Frederick the Great, King of Prussia,
training a Horse in Palace Grounds     Oil on canvas, signed and dated 1755 73.7 x 63 cms29 x 245/8
inchesOverall framed size 85 x 74.6 cms                                331/2 x 293/8 ins
Ludolf Bakhuyzen I, 1631-1708, (also spelled Bakhuysen, Backhuijzen, Bakhuizen, Backhuysen or
Backhuyzen) was a major Dutch painter of marines and portraits, none of whose children followed in their
father's footsteps but two of his grandchildren did. Gerrit Bakhuyzen was an amateur portrait painter but
Ludolf the younger became a well-regarded artist depicting battle scenes, portraits and possibly some
imitations of his grandfather's marine works.

Ludolf the Younger was born 29th August 1717 in Amsterdam and the older Gerrit in about 1700. Their
father Johannes was a merchant who had a brickmaking business and Gerrit worked with his father and
Ludolf followed by starting an apprenticeship when he was old enough. He had undertaken this as a result
of the encouragement of his mother although he had wanted to join the military and it was not until 1738,
when his love for the fine arts had become most ardent, that he began to take drawing and painting
instruction in the studio of the Amsterdam-based portrait painter Jan Maurits Quinkhard (1688-1772).

When he had become established as a painter, his military leanings inclined him to that genre of subject
matter and he produced battle scenes and portrayals of campaigns, even taking part in a campaign in
Germany in 1743. It was probably as a result of this involvement that he came into contact with Frederick
the Great, portraying him involved in his passion for horses and their exacting training, very probably set in
the grounds of his Potsdam summer palace Sans Souci. 

In 1760, his brother Gerrit died and Ludolf took over the administration of the family's Amsterdam brickwork
business and consequently he was appointed Captain of the Brick Workers Guild in that city from 1771-2. 

He died in Rotterdam on 6th April 1782 but was buried in Amsterdam on 12th April. His paintings are quite
rare and the Rijks Museum has one example of his work which is possibly a self-portrait. The North
Netherlandish portrait painter Tiebout Regters who, like Bakhuyzen had been a pupil of Quinckhard,
produced a good full-length portrait of Bakhuyzen which the landscape painter Jan van Gool saw in the
former's studio in 1751.

Bibliography: Allgemeines Lexikon der Bildenden Künstler von der Antike bis zur 

Gegenwart - Ulrich Thieme and Felix Becker

Dictionnaire des Peintres - E Benezit

Frederick is seen here training a horse in haute école. This technique, based on the animal's natural
abilities and movements in the wild, were designed to be used by the mounted cavalryman in warfare to
enable him to get into prime position to use his lance or sword. However, it is debatable how much these
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movements were ever employed in pitched battle but it did demonstrate the ability to train a horse to a
demanding and exacting standard.
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